
The Des ign Alli a n ce™



A collaborative network of

Asian designers and design thinkers

THE DESIGN ALLIANC E ™

is currently represented in eleven Asian countries.

ch i na / h k .  ind i a .  i nd o ne s i a .  l ao s  .  le b a non / m i d d le eas t .  m al ay si a .

s i ng a por e .  sou t h k or e a .  ta i wan  .  t ha il and  .  vi e tna m

The Design Alliance (td a) is a collab o r a t i ve network of Asian design consultancies and individuals

who have contributed much to the design industry. Each of our associates is among the country’s top

designers, and all have sprung from the roots of their own national culture. Tapping each other’s

strength, vision and geographical location, we work with organisations in the fields of design, 

research, education, publishing and art/cultural exchange with a focus on Asia and the changing

lifestyles of people in Asia.

The Design Alliance works with multinationals operating across Asia, with Asian corporations going

regional, with international brand strategy consultancies, cultural institutions, and with Asian 

and foreign governments and their agencies.

For clients we o≠er:

• regionwide design solutions

• localised variants — based on an intimate knowledge of local language, culture, cultural sensibilities

and regulations

• c o m p r e h e n s i ve service and consistent quality across the region

• regionwide sourcing of specialised skills — interior architects, signage fabricators, researchers, 

master craftsmen, photographers, printers, etc.

• lower production and distribution costs (depending on country and logistics)

• a single point of contact for the whole region



Vientiane, Laos
Nov 2001

1st Design Alliance Group Operations Review with tda associates

from China/ Hong Kong, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Thailand,

Singapore and Vietnam

A lively discussion was held with host, tda Laos associate

Praseuth Banchongphakdy, on how design can be of

value to an emerging country like Laos

{ education }



Vientiane, Laos
Nov 2001

One of the initiatives coming from the Vientiane meeting was an appeal to designers 

from around the world (through www.icograda.org) to donate art and design books

and magazines to the School of Fine Arts (Ecole des Beaux Arts) in Laos

TOP S i g n b o a rds in Vientiane   L E F T L abel of the popular Lau-lao

(Lao alcohol) made from fe rmented sticky rice   A B OV E C l a s s room of

Ecole des Beaux A rt s—H o t , cl a m my and insect-ridd e n , the school 

d e s p a i rs for better facilities 



AN INSTALLATION EXHIBITION BY THE DESIGN ALLIANCE

Ta s t i n gA s i a opened on 27 October 2002 at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre 

as part of the Ne w Vi s i o n Ar t s Fe s t i v a l, followed by an opening at the Dewan

Sri Pinang, Malaysia, on 2 June 2003 for the Pe n a n g Y T L Ar t s Fe s t i v a l. 

Tasting Asia is an experimental collaboration between fine artists, graphic

designers, photographers, and Prof. Leung Ping-kwan, a renowned Hong

Kong poet, reflecting on Asian attitudes to food. A typical national dish has

been selected for each country, from South korea’s bibimbap (vegetable rice)

to Vietnam’s oc hap la gung (stu≠ed snails in ginger leaves). The foods inspired

the three-dimensional conceptual pieces by the artists, and make-believe

packaging (cum-exhibition information panels) by the graphic designers.

All members of The Design Alliance, working from their home bases in

Jakarta, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok, Vientiane, Ho Chi Minh City,

Hong Kong and Seoul, participated in the exhibition.

Penang / Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)

Jun 2003
Hong Kong

Oct 2002

Do I have the best re c i p e

to cook chicken in steaming water

remake tenderness in a foreign land

console parents who drifted over the oceans?

e xc e rpt  fr o m  Pr o f. L e u ng’s  p o em 

for  Si ng a po r e ’ s C h i c ke n  Ri ce



Singapore

Aug 2003

2nd Design Alliance Group Operations Review with tda associates 

from Indonesia, India, Laos, Malaysia, Singapore and Vietnam

An interview with The Design Alliance appeared in the Business Times 

Singapore, on helping organisations communicate across Asia.



Bangkok, Thailand

Sept 2003

New Challenges for Id e n t i t y Seminar, 26 September 2004.

Organised by Antalis (t h a i l a nd) Ltd. and Product Development Centre,

Department of Export Promotion, Ministry of Commerce, Thailand.

Mr. Narong Jiwangkrun, a well-known personality who hosts a popular 

programme on branding on Thai television introduced the theme of the seminar.

The speakers were:

– Freeman Lau (tda China/ Hong Kong)

– Theresa Yong (tda Singapore)

– Vichean Tow (tda Thailand)

– William Harald-Wong (tda Malaysia)

An exhibition of speakers’ works was held at the

Dept of Export Promotion, Ministry of Commerce

Every tda meeting is an opportunity to experience and understand

the host country’s cultural uniqueness and its influence and impact

on design trends and lifestyles.

Event graphics by Pink Blue Black & Orange Co., Ltd.



Nagoya, Japan

Oct 2003
The Design Alliance at Vi s u a l o g u e,

Icograda International Design Congress in Nagoya



Title of Presentation: A s i a B e a t—A Clash of Signs and Symbols

What makes Asia’s heartlands hum? An evolving rhythm 

composed of the vernacular, the global, the push and pull of

East and West. The presentation aims to uncover the visual

manifestation of the search for national, cultural and personal

identities across ten Asian nations, covering Southeast Asia,

Indo-China, North Asia (not including the host countr y,

Japan) and India.

Many were ancient kingdoms, their people had privy to great

esoteric and spiritual knowledge; some wielded considerable

political, economic and cultural influence, others absorbed 

foreign ways, living under the yoke of colonisation. All have

a distinct tradition of aesthetics that are now being re-exam-

ined, revitalised, and celebrated, or often bastardised, in 

contemporary visual expression.

The presentation is divided into three discussion sessions

focusing on contemporary issues that a≠ect graphic designers

across the region, interspersed with four quick-paced presenta-

tion of images that attempt to distil the visual vocabulary of

each country through a documentation of ideas, scripts, 

symbols, signs and print.

Nagoya, Japan
Oct 2003

The Design Alliance (10 countries) gave a 3 1/2 hour

presentation at Vi s u a l o g u e, the Icograda International 

Design Congress in Nagoya, 11 october 2003. 

TO P C h a i rs we re re m oved from the hall in favour of t atami mats on wh i ch we re placed gift tokens from ten diffe rent Asian countries, e a ch gift reflecting the unique 

visual language and symbolism of the country. C E N T R E S i multaneous pre s e n t ations by Ta i wa n , Thailand and Malaysia   TOP LEFT Wo rking together as a mu l t i - n at i o n-

al team gave each of us va l u able insights into many aspects of A s i a . TO P R I G H T Q&A session moderated by Katherine McCoy (Illonois Institute of Te ch n o l ogy, U S A ) ,

Louise Sandhaus (CalArt s, USA) and Julia Chiu Leimei (Intern ational Design Center Nagoya ) .



Nagoya, Japan

Oct 2003

{ educatıon }



Kaohsiung, Taiwan
Nov 2003

Discovering New Designs in Chinese—International Chinese Design Education

Seminar and Workshop, 18 November. With participating tda associates from India,

Laos, Malaysia, Taiwan, Thailand, Singapore, South Korea and Vietnam.

The Seminar and Workshops were held at the Tung Fung Institute of Technology in

Kaohsiung. More than 500 students from seven schools throughout Taiwan attended

the workshops.

FA R L E F T t DA associates in front of the Shadow Puppet Museum in Kaohsiung  

L E F T Opening of poster exhibition D i s c overing New Design in Chinese



Kaohsiung, Taiwan
Nov 2003

Each associate contributed an image 

which reflected his/her views or perceptions 

on Chinese Culture. These images were

installed in the park surrounding the

Kaohsiung Cultural Centre.



Hanoi, Vietnam
May 2004

The tDA event appeared on prime-time

news on national television and newspapers

in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City.

Vietnam appears to be promoting itself as a fashion

capital with many up-and-coming fashion designers

and stylish fashion / lifestyles stores.

B randing Ac ross Asia Seminar 9–10 May 2004

Organised / supported by Vietnam Trade Promotion Agency, Ministry of Trade,

Vietnam Chamber of Commerce and Industry, The Desgn Alliance and Haki Group.

3rd Design Alliance Group Operations Review

with tda associates from India, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,

Thailand, Singapore, South Korea and Vietnam.

FAR LEFT At the 3rd t DA meeting the associates discussed 

region-wide projects part i c u l a rly in the fields of re s e a rch and publishing  

L E F T Opening speech by Mr Do Thang Hai, D eputy Dire c t o r- G e n e ral of

Vi e t ra d e, M i n i s t ry of Trade   


