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1st Design Alliance Group Operations Review with tpa associates
from China/Hong Kong, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Thailand,
Singapore and Vietnam
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The art of helping Laos

WAYS in which design can assist
Laos was one topic of discussion at a
recent meeting in Vientiane hosted by
BlueGrass Design Group,

BlueGrass hosted the first Annual
General Mceting of The Design
Alliance on 10-11 November. The
Alliance is a network of design
companies from  Indonesia.
Singapore, Malaysia, Thaila:d,
Vietnam, China as well as Laos.
This grouping brings logecther
designers and studios from all over
the region, in the name of artistic
and cultural exchange. "At the
meeting we talked at length about
ways in which design can help Laos.”
said Prascuth Banchongphakdy, the
Dircctor of BlueGrass Design
Group. “For instance, designing
distinctive and beautiful packaging
for Lao products can help promote
them overseas and can help promote
tourism.”

The delegates included William
Harald Wong, the Vice-President of
Icograda (the International Council of
Graphic Design Associations) from
Malaysia, Freeman Lau of Kan & Lau
Design Consultants from Hong
Kong, Theresa Yong of Immortal the
Design Station from Singapore, [rvan
Noe'man of BD+A Design from
Indonesia, Punlarp Punnotok and

Group of designers al the meeting: ((Standing from left) Freeman Lau, Pius
Eugene, William Harold Wong, Theresa Yong (Seared from lefi) Nantarat
Watchara-ach, Punlarp Punnotok, Irvan Noe'man, Praseuth Banchongphakdy.

Nantarat Watchara-ach of Pink Blue
Black & Orange Co (the Color Party)
from Thailand and Pius Eugene of the
studio of Pius from Vietnam.

At the meeting, the designers
commented that many Lao products
were not only beautiful but also
natural, an important sclling point in
many foreign markets. They said that
proper marketing and packaging
could help sell these goods
successfully.

The Design Alliance aims to make

an educational contribution in
Laos, through setting up an exchange
for design students or recent
graduates.

Foreign designers will be given
the chance to come to Laos to help
teach Lao students, and Lao students
will have the chance to work in other
Alliance studios. One Lao student or
young designer will be selected to
attend a workshop on design,
organized by the International Design
Center Nagoya in Japan next year.

Rencontre internatior
[COmg 1.y

to Lag ,fgi?" Al

romouvoir la RDP Lao a
développer et a soutenir
I'exportation en associant
des marques a des produits
d’origine laotienne et en dévelop-
pant le design des emballages afin
de faire ressortir I'image, la culture
et le tourisme du Laos, tel est le but
de cette rencontre.
Les participants de niveau interna-
tional ¢taient nombreux : Mr Irvan
Noe'man de la société BD + A
Design, Jakarta de I'Indonésie; Mlle
Therasa Yong de Immortal Design
Station, Singapour, Mr William
Harold Wong de WHW + A, Kua-
la Lumpur, Malaisie; Mr Punlarp
Punnotok et Mlle Nantarat Wat-
chara-arc de Colour Party, Bang-
kok, Thailande; Mr Pins Eugene, .
Mme Kimchi de Pacific Advert-  DE GAUCHE A DROITE, |4

A lively discussion was held with host, tpa Laos associate
Praseuth Banchongphakdy, on how design can be of
value to an emerging country like Laos



Vientiane, Laos
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Lots of donors support art school library

The Blue Grass Deskgn Graup enmpany recently presented a bateh of design boaks to the
St of Fime Arts on Aupest 28 The 74 books warib over US55 30000 will be weed iin the school
titwrary, named the Desipn Alllance Library.

The bonks have heen previded by a long st of companies amd individuaal dosors lrom abeoad
including WHW & Associntes (Malaysia) Kan & Lan Design Cansuliamis (Hosg Komsg-LChina),
Codor Farty | Thailand), Immertal Design, Shean F Chan and Bay Yeh(Singapore), Byang Dom
Kang/KECD [Soulh Korea) Ken Cato, John Frostell AGDA and Miriam Potts (Australia),
Tanda Walk (U ansdah and Blee Cirass Design U raup (Ls05),

One of the initiatives coming from the Vientiane meeting was an appeal to designers
from around the world (through www.icograda.org) to donate art and design books
and magazines to the School of Fine Arts (Ecole des Beaux Arts) in Laos

TOP Signboards in Vientiane LEFT Label of the popular Lau-lao
(Lao alcohol) made from fermented sticky rice ABOVE Classroom of
Ecole des Beaux Arts—Hot, clammy and insect-ridden, the school
despairs for better facilities
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z Hong Kong Penang/Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)
1 Oct2002° Jun 2003
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E @ AN INSTALLATION EXHIBITION BY THE DESIGN ALLIANCE
o o0
o g TastingAsia opened on 27 October 2002 at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre
T78  aspart of the New Vision Arts Festival, followed by an opening at the Dewan
éé Sri Pinang, Malaysia, on 2 June 2003 for the Penang YTL Arts Festival.
<F]
@ Tasting Asiais an experimental collaboration between fine artists, graphic
E designers, photographers, and Prof. Leung Ping-kwan, a renowned Hong
= Kong poet, reflecting on Asian attitudes to food. A typical national dish has
B been selected for each country, from South korea’s bibimbap (vegetable rice)
< to Vietnam’soc hap la gung (stuffed snails in ginger leaves). The foods inspired
L the three-dimensional conceptual pieces by the artists, and make-believe
'g.. packaging (cum-exhibition information panels) by the graphic designers.
—

All members of The Design Alliance, working from their home bases in
Jakarta, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok, Vientiane, Ho Chi Minh City,
Hong Kong and Seoul, participated in the exhibition.

Do I have the best recipe
to cook chicken in steaming water

remake tenderness in a foreign land

console parents who drifted over the oceans?

EXCERPT FROM PROF. LEUNG’S POEM

FOR SINGAPORE’S CHICKEN RICE
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2nd Design Alliance Group Operations Review with tpa associates
from Indonesia, India, Laos, Malaysia, Singapore and Vietnam

An interview with The Design Alliance appeared in the Business Times
Singapore, on helping organisations communicate across Asia.

THE Hosa Mia TIMES
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Bangkok, Thailand

Sept 2003

The Design Alliance (tpa) —Activities

{ professional }

New Challenges for Identity Seminar, 26 September 2004.
Organised by Antalis (THAILAND) Ltd. and Product Development Centre,
Department of Export Promotion, Ministry of Commerce, Thailand.

Mr. Narong Jiwangkrun, a well-known personality who hosts a popular

The speakers were:

—Freeman Lau (tpa China/ Hong Kong)
. —Theresa Yong (tpa Singapore)
—Vichean Tow (tpA Thailand)

— William Harald-Wong (tbA Malaysia)

An exhibition of speakers’ works was held at the
Dept of Export Promotion, Ministry of Commerce

programme on branding on Thai television introduced the theme of the seminar.

Every tpa meeting is an opportunity to experience and understand
the host country’s cultural uniqueness and its influence and impact
on design trends and lifestyles.

The Design Alliance™

Event graphics by Pink Blue Black & Orange Co., Ltd.




Nagoya, Japan
ct 2003 "

The Design Alliance at Visualogue,
Icograda International Design Congress in Nagoya

-

The Design Alliance (tpa) —Activities




agoya, Japan
Oct 390

Title of Presentation: AsiaBeat—A Clash of Signs and Symbols

What makes Asia’s heartlands hum? An evolving rhythm
composed of the vernacular, the global, the push and pull of
East and West. The presentation aims to uncover the visual
manifestation of the search for national, cultural and personal
identities across ten Asian nations, covering Southeast Asia,
Indo-China, North Asia (not including the host country,
Japan) and India.

The Design Alliance (tpA)—Activities

% { professional }

Many were ancient kingdoms, their people had privy to great
esoteric and spiritual knowledge; some wielded considerable
political, economic and cultural influence, others absorbed

foreign ways, living under the yoke of colonisation. All have
a distinct tradition of aesthetics that are now being re-exam-
ined, revitalised, and celebrated, or often bastardised, in
contemporary visual expression.

The presentation is divided into three discussion sessions
focusing on contemporary issues that affect graphic designers
across the region, interspersed with four quick-paced presenta-
tion of images that attempt to distil the visual vocabulary of
each country through a documentation of ideas, scripts,

The Design Alliance (10 countries) gave a 3 1/2 hour symbols, signs and print.

presentation at Visualogue, the Icograda International
Design Congress in Nagoya, 11 october 2003.

-~

q -—'J‘
o g

TOP Chairs were removed from the hall in favour of tatami mats on which were placed gift tokens from ten different Asian countries, each gift reflecting the unique
visual language and symbolism of the country. CENTRE Simultaneous presentations by Taiwan, Thailand and Malaysia TOP LEFT Working together as a multi-nation-
al team gave each of us valuable insights into many aspects of Asia. TOP RIGHT Q&A session moderated by Katherine McCoy (lllonois Institute of Technology, USA),
Louise Sandhaus (CalArts, USA) and Julia Chiu Leimei (International Design Center Nagoya).
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Designer woos foreign interest | Techn

SEVERAL countries have
expressed an interest n
furthering their invalvement in
contributing resources toward
the development of the design
industry in Laos, after hearing
a presenfation from the head
of a local design group.

Praseuth Banchongphakdy,
Managing Director of BlueGrass
Design Group in Vientiane,
represented Laos as a member
of the Design Alliance and was
one¢ of the conferende speakers
at the Icograda congress held
in Nagoya, Japan from October
B-11.

Prascuth presented over
100 slides depicting the natural,
unspoiled beauty of Laos as a
way of promoting the ASEAN
Tourism Forum being held in
Vientiane in 2004, He also
addressed the need to expand
the learning opportunities for
Lao graphic designers and
spoke of past success in
helping establish the Design
Library at the School of Arts.

The Design Alliance is a
collaborative network of 10
Asian design firms from Hong
Kong China, India, Indonesia,
Lao PDR, Malaysia, Singapore,

VISUALOGUE

Prascuth Banchongphakdy (far rigfer, pndefe row) and other Design
Alliance delegates at the Icograda conference.

South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand
and Vietnam. Each member is
among the countries top
designers, all having sprung
from the roots of their own
culture,

Visualogue - a word coined
from “visual and dialogue™ - was
the theme of this year’s
conference, which was attended
by 4,000 delegates from around
the world. The conference
explored the quality and benefits
of information generated by the

visual communication industry.

The International Council
of Graphic Design
Associations (Icograda) is a

worldwide body providing’

graphic design information,
resources and news from the
design world. Founded in 1963
in London, Icograda isa global
community promoting graphic
designers vital role in society
and commerce. The Icograda
Education Network connects
design schools worldwide.

for |

Keolaka Soisaya
in Luang Praban

THE revolution o
technology that
recent decades
accelerated the pf
cconomic develd
was important
nations to make it
issue, Ministe
Minister's Office
of the Sci
Environment Ag
Bountiem Phit
yesterday.

Dr Bount
addressing the
Ministerial Meeti
and Technolog]
being held in Lu
province.

Prnime Ministy
Vorachit, the (
Luang Prab
ambassadors an
representatives |
ASEAN cou
attending the me

"Three years
ASEAN Ministe
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FAR LEFT tDA associates in front of the Shadow Puppet Museum in Kaohsiung
LEFT Opening of poster exhibition Discovering New Design in Chinese

— 2

1
TR mEE oy

Discovering New Designs in Chinese—International Chinese Design Education
Seminar and Workshop, 18 November. With participating tpa associates from India,
Laos, Malaysia, Taiwan, Thailand, Singapore, South Korea and Vietnam.

The Seminar and Workshops were held at the Tung Fung Institute of Technologyin | = 1
Kaohsiung. More than 500 students from seven schools throughout Taiwan attended g -y ——
the workshops. e

;I;drible hldla
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Kaohsiung, Taiwan

Nov 2003

{co

{ art & cultural exchan
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Each associate contributed an image

which reflected his/her views or perceptions
on Chinese Culture. These images were
installed in the park surrounding the
Kaohsiung Cultural Centre.

Fanw T 18« ke alion 1, 2009

ARTS & CULTURE

VIENTIANE TIMES

Design exhibition planned for ASEAN Summit
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Hanoi, Vietnam
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Branding Across Asia Seminar 9—10 May 2004
Organised/supported by Vietnam Trade Promotion Agency, Ministry of Trade,
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3rd Design Alliance Group Operations Review
with tpa associates from India, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Thailand, Singapore, South Korea and Vietnam.

{ professional }

Vietrade, Ministry of Trade

V.

Xy dyre ad -
- imkaghién |

The tDA event appeared on prime-time
news on national television and newspapers
in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City.

Vietnam Chamber of Commerce and Industry, The Desgn Alliance and Haki Group.

FAR LEFT At the 3rd tDA meeting the associates discussed
region-wide projects particularly in the fields of research and publishing
LEFT Opening speech by Mr Do Thang Hai, Deputy Director-General of
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Vietnam appears to be promoting itself as a fashion
capital with many up-and-coming fashion designers
and stylish fashion /lifestyles stores.




